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Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Ethiopian people wish to live within a democratic system. They have demonstrated
this desire clearly during the 2005 election. Given this clear message from the people,
trying to prolong the present rule for thirty or forty years is a clear indication that our
rulers have not drawn the appropriate lesson from the historic signal of 2005.

Despite the fact that, in 1960, the Emperor had received signals indicating that his rule
could not continue as it was, he failed to draw the appropriate lesson from those signals
and what happened in 1974 happened.

Again, there were numerous signals indicating that the government of Mengistu
Hailemariam could not continue for long in the way it was going. The military coup
attempt that was made soon after the Shire debacle can be cited as one clear example.
Here, too, because wisdom was lacking and no lesson was learnt from the timely signals,
what happened in 1991 happened.

Ethiopia has paid dearly as a result of the unheeded signals and missed opportunities and
the violence and chaos that followed.

What makes the 2005 signal different from the previous other signals is that it had
manifested itself not in the form of arms but in the form of the vote ballot. Furthermore,



the transmitters of the signal were not armed forces but the people themselves, peaceful
and unarmed. What was indisputable was that the message passed was clear and
unmistakable.

What | often hear stressed and repeated by the ruling party, and by some of the members
of the international community, is that democracy is a process. Using this view as a
springboard, the present ruling party is trying to tell us to be patient and to allow it to rule
us for the coming thirty or forty years. Others are telling us that the amount of democracy
we have now is adequate for us and the rest we will acquire gradually, through time.

I believe that democracy is what we have to live right from the start. True, democracy is a
process but we have to live in it from the beginning and develop it from within by active,
daily participation. During this process, there will be benefits and there will be losses. We
realize that, during this process, mistakes could be made and damages could result.

We cannot postpone the experience of full democracy for a later or some suitable time.
The price we pay for delaying it is much higher than the price we pay for experiencing
and growing in it right from the start. Our recent history reminds us of this truth with
emphasis. Therefore, let us make demaocracy; let us live democracy now, right from the
start; let us not put it off for tomorrow.

Ladies and Gentlemen

We Ethiopians wish to live in a democratic system and we have paid dearly in our
struggle to realize this wish. Because of the precious prices paid in the struggle to realize
our wish, and also because the prices paid so far have not yet brought us to the fulfillment
of that wish, we see a tendency of hopelessness and resignation from politics prevailing.
There is also the tendency where joining the real, competitive parties is taken as exposing
oneself to real danger.

It is well known that the road to forming a strong, competitive party in this country is
fraught with dangers. On the other hand, it is also well known that a viable democracy
cannot be built without a strong, competitive party. Therefore, it is imperative that we
work for the building of such a political force. If we do not organize and struggle, we
cannot be beneficiaries of a democratic system.

I realize fully well the value of organizing. However, up to now, it is known that | have
not joined any political party but have been an active participant in the Ethiopian Federal
Democratic Unity Forum (FORUM). This experience has given me and my brothers and
sisters in the FORUM an opportunity to know one other, to bring forward our similarities
and stands that were hidden in our differences and on the basis of which we were able to
draw a common minimum programme. It was during this experience that | had the
opportunity to be closely acquainted with the leadership of Unity for Democracy and
Justice Party (UDJ).



After UDJ had joined the Forum and while we were in the process of drafting the
programme, high level UDJ leaders had asked me in person to join their party. A similar
question was directed to Dr. Negasso Gidada, the first President of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia.

It was my principled stand | had maintained earlier that if | were to join a party, that party
would have to be a national party. Since the party that asked me to join it was a national
party, | expressed to the leadership that the nature of their party went well with my
beliefs.

Furthermore, for me, it is not enough that the party I join be any national party. It is my
strong belief that it must be a party that harmonizes the rights of the individual with those
of the group and a party that serves as a hub for all the nations and nationalities of
Ethiopia. Accordingly, I had let the UDJ leaders know that | would consider their
invitation with due respect.

Accordingly, I have examined carefully the values enshrined in UDJ’s programme and
approved by its founding Congress. | have also followed the positive step taken by UDJ
to join the FORUM and observed the spirit of give and take it demonstrated during the
process of drafting the Minimum Programme. Based on such a background, when, on
September 9,2008, the

question was presented to me and to Dr. Negasso once again by the youths of UDJ, I told
them that, in principle, | was ready to join their party.

Following a series of discussions with UDJ’s Deputy Chairman, Engineer Gizachew
Shiferaw, and the General Secretary, Ato Asrat Tasie, agreement was reached on the
revised UDJ programme that is about to be presented to the UDJ Congress for adoption.
Hence, if the programme is approved by the Congress, | have decided to join UDJ.

Although I realize that operating as a strong and really competitive party and challenging
EPRDF is as dangerous as walking on a sharp edge, my conscience will not allow me to
remove myself from organized and active political participation, a journey | had begun
when | was a child, before reaching my cherished goal. It gives me great pleasure to
announce to the members of UDJ and their supporters, as well as to my own partners and
supporters in struggle, that I have decided to continue my struggle with you and to bear
with you the burden that the struggle entails.

Although I realize that there are many remaining tasks that have to be carried out to make
UDJ even a strong national party and an inviting common home for all Ethiopians, |
would like to assure you all that I am in full agreement with the pillar values enshrined in
the draft programme. I have full confidence that, based on these fundamental pillars
values, we can make this party with great potentials, a truly strong party.

Ladies and Gentlemen



There is no doubt that Ethiopian politicians have gone up and down in their own ways to
enable the Ethiopian people to realize their dream of living in a democratic society.
Those of us who wish to see this dream fulfilled must realize that democracy cannot be
built by one party alone. It is imperative that we put in place a multi-party system.
Although having a multi-party system is a necessary precondition for democracy, the
existence of 92 registered parties in our country does not seriously indicate that there
truly is a multi-party system, except that it may indicate the existence of a favorable
condition for a continued one-party rule. We have to come out of this laughable state and
transit to a system where there would be a few strong and competitive parties.

The existence of a few but strong and competitive parties in a given country is an
indication that the intellectuals and politicians in that country have transcended the state
of being engrossed in individual or group preoccupations and subjected themselves to
higher national causes. It is also an indication that, as politicians, they have grown to a
higher level of awareness and gained maturity and stability.

When we initiated the FORUM, it was with the realization that the problems facing
Ethiopia could not be solved by a single party, outside of the framework of cooperative
endeavor. When | join UDJ, | also join the FORUM. Strengthening UDJ is strengthening
the FORUM. With this realization, we can join hands and stand together should to
shoulder to achieve the national goal with our common endeavors and to revive the hope
of the Ethiopian people.

Cooperation is a process and in this process there will be failures. The wisdom here is to
learn from the failures and to rise again with renewed vigor and improved performance.
To those prophets who say that every time there is cooperation, there is inevitable
disintegration, this is what we would like to say : that the process is filled with problems
is indisputable but that there is victory and success in the end is equally indisputable.

I wish to take this opportunity to respectfully request my fellow Ethiopians, who long to
see a democratic system established in Ethiopia but who are currently scattered in the
plethora of parties, to join the rest of their fellow Ethiopians and make the embarrassing
phenomenon of 92 parties existing in Ethiopia a history—a thing of the past. Not
cooperating prolongs the oppressive rule of dictators and the suffering of our people.
Cooperation, on the other hand, facilitates respect for human and democratic rights and
enables the rule of law and free and non-partisan institutions to flourish. Furthermore, not
only does cooperation shorten the life of dictatorship but it also shortens the days of
suffering of our fellow citizens, including W/t Birtukan Mideksa,

Whenever | think and speak of the rule of law, it is W/t Birtukan Mideksa, the
Chairperson of UDJ, that always comes to my mind. As | have spoken on different
occasions and forums about her re-imprisonment, I wish to take this opportunity again to
call upon all of us who stand for freedom and for the rule of law to struggle in unison for
the release of Birtukan and other fellow citizens who are prisoners of conscience and are
currently languishing in prisons throughout this country.



Let us unite!

Let us unite!

Let us unite, for in unity we stand strong!
I Thank you!

Siye Abraha

Addis Ababa

November 26, 2009
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